
" A Report on Excisions of the Eye and Collateral Operations per-
formed at the London Ophthalmic Hospital," from April, 1858, to the
end of that year, concludes the number. It is prepared by Dr. Hader,
the Curator and Registrar, and is very able and valuable.
There is, following the Report, an excellent wood-cut, with an ac-

companying explanation, and which "is a representation (of the na-
tural size) of the ftindus of the right eye alter excision ; " which ope-
ration was done in consequence of disease which was found to have
invaded the choroid, sclerotic and retina. (See same Journal, No. 3,
pp. 119, 121.)From what we have presented of the contents of one number of this
elegantly printed and carefully prepared journal, we are confident that
our readers will perceive that it is one which no special ophthalmic
surgeon can afford to be without. The names of its contributors alone,
would sufficiently guarantee its character, and its editor is untiring
both in his official capacity and as a writer for its pages. We find it
ever welcome, entertaining and instructive, and wish it abundant
success.

_

Five Essays. By John Kearsley Mitchell, M.D., late Professor of
Practice of Medicine in Jefferson Medical College, &c. Edited by
S. Weir Mitchell, M.D. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co.
1859. 12mo. pp. 371.
These essays, by the late eminent Dr. Mitchell, of Philadelphia, will

be read with interest and advantage, as the results of ateníate ubi
servation and sound judgment. Their titles are, the Cryptogamous
Origin of Malarious and Epidemic Fevers ; Animal Magnetism, or Vi-
tal Induction ; the Penetrativeness of Fluids ; the Penetrativeness of
Gases ; a New Practice in Acute and Chronic Rheumatism. These
essays have all appeared before the public, in various periodicals, with
the exception of that on animal magnetism, which we commend espe-
cially to the attention of the reader, as the best paper on the subject
with which wo are acquainted. Dr. Mitchell devoted many years to
the investigation of the phenomena of what is called mesmerism, ani-
mal magnetism, vital induction, &c, and from a man of his extremo

accuracy, both in observing and weighing natural phenomena, \\ c

could but expect to have the truth of the matter, lie says, speaking
of the continued existence of a power which has been repeatedly pro-
nounced to be defunct, " There must be some peculiar reason for this
extraordinary vitality in an apparently absurd subject. We no longer
hear of witchcraft or astrology among the educated and the wise.
Belief in ghosts ceases with ignorance. But mesmerism has never
lost its hold upon a portion of the élite, of our enlightened age ; und at
this moment, the almost entire population of educated New England
disregards the monitions of Franklin, ami the ridicule of Dubois, and
has its hundreds of inagnetizers and its thousands of somnambulists."
In all his experiments, Dr. Mitchell was governed solely by the love

of truth, and the desire of discovering it. He applied the most rigid
tests, he took every precaution to exclude error, he was indefatigable
in his investigations. We should be glad to give the details of his
method of experimenting, but for this tve can only refer the reader to
the book itself. A recapitulation at the end of the essay includes
thirty paragraphs, We regret that we cannot transcribe these, but
our space will only allow us to present a brief abstract of them. Ac-
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cording to tho author, the mesmeric sleep is usually producible within
ten minutes. The proportion of persons susceptible of it is about I
in 7.14. The time required to produce the sleep varies from three
minutes to twenty-four minutes ; and when the patient is undisturbed,
its duration is never so long as that of natural sleep, varying be-
tween half an hour and one hour and three quarters. The phenomenaof the sleep are, increase of the circulation, but not of the respiration ;
an obtunded sensibility to pain, and sometimes, though rarely, its
total oblivion ; a more or less complete obliviousness of the thoughts
and events of the mesmeric state, while awake, although the memory
of the events of the natural state is strong in the artificial state ; the
retention of locomotion, and the facility of being led into suggested
dreams. The alleged miracles of clairvoyance, intuition and provision
have no real existence. "The rapport, relation or communication,
supposed to have an absolute existence, dependent on the mesmeric
fluid, seems to be entirely voluntary on the part of the patient, and
to rest on his knowledge of its supposed necessity. It is, therefore,
a delusion, but one of the greatest convenience to the public exhibit-
ors of mesmeric wonders." The effects of mesmerism as applied to
the treatment of disease, are very limited. "It may sometimes be
usefully employed to allay nervous irritation, procure sleep, and ob-
tund nervous sensibility during surgical operations ; but from the few-
ness of susceptible persons, it can be used very seldom for such pur-
poses. In all other cases it appears to be of little use, and, so far as
I know, has never cured any serious disease. On the other hand, it
sometimes, especially in unpractised hands, produces frightful disor-
ders, both of mind and body, and should, therefore, be resorted to
solely for proper and important purposes, and then only with due
caution."
We have but little space left to notice the other essays in this vol-

ume. They are well worth reading, however, and with this remark
we dismiss them all except the last, on acute and chronic rheumatism,
which is the only one in the book relating to practical medicine. The
author suggests a new mode of treating rheumatism, by applying
counter-irritation to the spine, at the points where the nerves issue
which are distributed to the affected parts. Tho applications consist
in cupping, blistering and leeching. A table of 32 cases is appended,
of which 22 were cured within eight days; and of the remaining 10, 4
were instances of frequent relapses, through imprudent exposure dur-
ing convalescence. Two others were suspected of being malingerers ;
only 4 cases, therefore, required any other than spinal treatment.
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